Rev. Gerhard FrefReininghaus

Secretary for Ecumenical and International Relations
Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren
Jungmannova 9, P.O. Box 466

CZ 111 21 Praha 1, Czech Republic

E-Mail: reininghaus@-cirkev.cz
Phone: + 42@24999216

Cell phone+ 420731527 948
www.e-cirkev.cz

Report about my visit to the United Statesrom October 5 until October 27,2010

On the inviation of the Czech Mission Network of the Presbyterian Church (USA) I visited
from October 100 October 27, 2018everal congrgations in the PC (USA) as well as the
Central Office in Louisville to follow up the Partnership Conferelpe®veen the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren (ECCB) in October 2008 in
Prague.

The roots of the fellowshipfdPresbyterians in the US and Protestants in the Czech
Republic go way back into the ®9century, when several U&zech Presbyterian
Congregationsvere foundedy immigrants from Bohemia and Moravia.

A new and dynamic chapter in the relations betwibe PC (USA) and the ECCB began after

the Breakdown of the Communist regimes in Central and Eastern Europe in the year 1989.
The new political situation made new ways of fellowship and cooperation poasiblsoin

the year 1995 working groupsere formed, a Czech Working Group within the PC (USA)

and a American Working Group within the ECCB. In the last years the Czech Working
Group within the PC (USA) transformed into a Czech Mission Network, which is today the
framework within the PC (USA) for thelagions between the two denominations.

The relations between our denominations are very much alive and there are qQUItE g
a few people andeveralcongegations that are interested in becomamgactive
part of these relations. y
A few weeks before | left Pgae for this trip Rev. Dr. Karen Moritz, a missiom
co-worker from the PC (USA) arrived in Prague to be here for at least three ye
working on the relatins between our denominations. We are thankful to the
(USA) and Karen Moritz for this great posstly for sharing human resources i@
this very special way.

Karen Moritz

Thank you!

Before | start to write about theamy encounters with people atige many placeso which |
travelled,| would like to thank all who have in one way or the other been a part of this
wonderful trip. It was an overwhelming experience of hospitality, of preparedness to help in
many ways to organize, to care and share, to talk and explain and so often to prepare and
share delicious food in a great fellowship around the table. And notlomlgielicious food,

but combined with this fellowship of sisters and brothers in Christ, was such a good
experience for me. It was like angels were around me all the time: really everything worked
just perfect, the cars and the planes biaume wherever planned to go anthe suitcase was
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always at the right place. We always found each othgnout problems It was just
unbelievable. Thargkso much to all who opened their hommeir hearts, their fellowship,
their cars anghared their time. | enjoydasiing with allso much.

Priortomy Vvisits in the Presbyte&f’a_,h"“
upo for this visit by being ‘wit
family in Buffalo, N.Y., with whom | livedas an exchange studeni 2

40 years ago, inthe year 19100 71, or gani zed B terna
Christian Youth Exbangei | Y C E ®uring this year we reall '
becamea family and good friends and during tH@ years since therjg
we have been organizing many international Encourtbete/een
Americans and Germans atieen Czechs under the mofitol n
of Shal omo.
With Barb & Don Weaver
Because the Weaversrea United Methodist
- [ Ministers, my visit in Buffalo from October 5 until
S 000 9 OB October 10, 2010was also a visit to Kenmore
WE WELCOME | United Methodist Church, where | preached in the

REV GERHARD | Sunday worslpi services and made a presgian in
FREE AND Wl#lElllulll]! G}'EAA"RS . the Adult Class. Welsohada Reunion with many

WORSHIP :15am & 11:30am CLASSES at 10:30am . people who have been participating in these

— . activities through all the year§he Weaversalso
invited Presbyterians from Buffaltor a coffee hour
but this invitationwas without response.

Visit in Annapolis from Monday, October 11 until October 14, 2010

The First Presbyterian Church in Annapolis

A good way to start my visit in the Presbyterian Church (US
was a visit to the congregation in Annapolis. This ceggtion
has already been a partner congregation of akECCB
congregation in Letohrad, East Boherfoa 10 yearsThere is
avivid partnership and sery good formal agreement betwesg
Annapolis and Letohrad baut the partnership. Ifkost a
hundral peoplehavevisited Letohrad and the Czech Republ
during this partnershipOne shared project is #&uitoring
program for people who want to practice their English
native speakersthe participantsare invited to the church tg
participate in evening classes amad the same time lear
something about the congregations as well as about Chri

faith in general. The importance of thisxperience isthat We are all one global family
people are doing something together. The congregation of

Annapolis has a committee, which dewaish the partneship and it was great to meet most of
the members of this committee. It is sure helpful, that the pastor of the congregatidrfs par
this work and is supportive ttis work very much.
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It was the congred®sn in Annapolis, which took thaitiative

to organize a Partnership conference in the Czech Rep
with representatives of seven congregations of PC (USA) &
seven congregations of the ECCB.

This conference, in October 2008 in Prague, included
congregations participating in an existingtparship and thosej
interested in joining the partnership between our

denominations.It was a very moving experience, which help * Betty Mc Ginnis

the congregtions to deepetheir understanding of partnership

or start one. Now after two years we wanted to evaluate ¢kiel@poment and can say, that
these partnerships are on their viagome more, some less. Some congregations need some
more initiative to get the partnership goinfhe motor of this partnership was Betty
McGinnis,who has been in the Czech Republic after fall of the Iron Curtain mangimes,
organizing groups and participating programs like the International Youth Camp of the
ECCB, which tookplace severaltimes n t he Kr k o nJugj leeforMbleftrid tleei n s .
US, Betty was visiting the Czech Rdgie with a very motivated group with participants from
Annapolis and other congregations.

My visit in Annapolis starteé with a tour of the
Naval Acadeny with Charles Hargrove who
welcomedthe guest fromhe Czech Republic with
a Czechlag at the pash of his house. Charles was
a pdaliatricianin the Navy. Sine he has retired and
is living just around the corner from the Naval
Academyhe is now a tour guide of the Academy
and | could experience his excellent tour.

Charles Hargrove

The Naval Academy is the schdor the US Navy
officers with 4.400 stdents, who are prepag for
service in the Navy and are involved @ very
demanding program during the four years of th®
studies. After a tour of the Naval Academy and & Sasas
excellent lunch Charles took me to ttenter of the " N |
city and to the hdnor, where they haa big boat
show. One of the organizers of the boat show is
Skinner, who welomed us with at the harbor bod@ =
house, where we had axcellent view over the
harbori and a good cold beer. Ed Skinner

: :c After this tour of the Acadmy and downtown
B Annapolis Charles took me to my hosts, Robert
3 and Gundel Bowen, who made rel very much
‘ : at home. Gundel is originally from Germany and
ST got to the US as an Apair a long time ago.
. ‘ e . { ‘ ]’ | e
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She got to know Robert and just stayedhe US, where they became a family. Now they are
retired. Wehad a lot to share, how it is to live in another country than the home country. How
do we communicate? What is difficult and demanding? Once when | got back around
midnight, Gundel was prepatdo serve a midnight meal. | did enjoy it very much. | was
impressed how the two of them live their senior age actively amdandt of energy.

In the evening of the first day in Annapolis there
a gathering at the manse with delicious food fiite
grill in the garden and very good salads and other
things. We had a very nice talk about the partners
between Annapolis and Letohrad, about the situat
of the ECCB, the question of reconciliation betwe ™
Czechs and Germans and also aboutptams for the | g
Kirchentag 2011 in Dresden (Juné12011). We hadg
the idea that it could be very intenegt and

enriching, if somebodyrom Annapolis would join a Sharing at the Manse

group from Letohrad gointp theKirchentag,

a huge gathering of about 1000 Christians rbm Germany and other countries with
worship, discussion, music and many ways of meeting interesting and involved Christians.

At the end of this evening | was overwhelmed by listening to so many stories of sharing and
growth over allof the baders. | wasso thankfli for these great possibilitiewe have as
Christians in being one big family of Christ around the globe.

A trip to Cumberland (October 12)

The next day Bill[Hatchl took me on about a threg
hour trip to Cumberland in the very west of thetestz
of Maryland to speak to the congregation about
potential partnership which they hope to develop
But before we got on our waip Cumberland we
stopped at the Presbytery office in Baltimore to ta
with the Executive Presbyter of Baltimore Peter No
During this talk it was good to hear that the
partnership between Annapolis and Letohrad is_
somethig which is also well knownin the = S
Presbytery. And it was also good to hear that the
Presbytery would also very much support a possig
partnership in the ECB with the Presbyteria
Church in Cumberland. In our talk | learned ma
about the structure of the PC (USA), where there @feé

L0

four levels in the structure: the congregations : preSbytenan Church in Cumberland

connected in a presbytery. Several presbyteries

together make a synod. Armdbove the level of the synod is the national level. | understood,
that some synods are working very well and other synods are rather weak and do not have
much life. The Resbytery isespecially importantor local churchesn the area opersonnel
guestiors. When there are changes of ministers for exampla,ithe mainly the presbytery,

in consultation with the local church, which deaith the questions of a new pastor.



After a very good crab cake lunch we got on our way to
Cumberland. Starting out imna flat area around
Baltimore, we got in a more hilly area getting closer to
Cumberland. We have been invited to Cumberland to
make a presentation about the ECCB, talk about the
possibilties of a partnership and Bilad the task to
share the Annapolis paership experiences. The
Presbyterian Church in  Cumberlandgwww.fpc-
cumberland.orpjust celebratedhe 200. anniversary of
the congregation the Sunday before our arrivke
were alreadyexpected, got a to of the city of
| Cumberland and the surroundings before we met for
supper with a group of about 30 people, who were
interested in the ECCB and the question of partnership.
Our presentations were well received and we had an
| intensive talk about the churtiere and therenal about
the chances of partnership. At the end of our meeting
Bill Hatchl there was a small committee formed, which has the task
to follow up on the question of partnership. I took with
me the task to find within the ECCB a congregation, which wowdirtterested in a
partnership. The congregation in Cumberland is a veiyeacbngregation, which has already
been supporting a school in Indar several yearsCumberland is a town in a rather rural
area and the people there are used to the factthingteople coming to Cumberland do not
come by chance, but really want to come thémehe group we mehere were two women
who have been in the Czech Republic and are very interested in deepening their relations.

Among them was Linda Smith who hasraaj interest in the ECCB and has been many times
with the Synod of the Midhtlantic and the Presbytery of Baltimore in the Czech Republic to
visit the ECCB and Diakonia projectsShe was also with the last group who came to learn
more about Czech histagrgeligious life, the ECCB, the culture and get to know the members
of ECCB. Linda will chair the partnershipeam in CumberlandJust in these days the
congregation i n Vset2n, Mor avi a, diceded,
congregation of Cmberland.

Also | met Dr. Joan DeVee ikbn (www.joandeveedixon.cojn who is one of the
organists in Cumberland and who is teaching musiccatilage. Joan has been participating
inaprojectcal | ed ApmMeEngoanaSfestival in the Czec!
lecturers from the USShe gave last year for example a concert in ParduBlee will again
have concertsinthe Amer i can SpersitigradQllod gani zed by th
society (vww.interdvoraksoc.gz It would be greai f 0 ne @herts] cowidnbé $n
Vset2n on t he congrggatiorof Clomberland par t ner

A
Linda Smith Joan DeVee Dixon


http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/
http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/
http://www.joandeveedixon.com/
http://www.interdvoraksoc.cz/

A day in Washington, D.C.(October 13)

It was a great privilege fane to spend a day in the capitol, in Washington, DA€ked, what

| would like to do and see there, | mentioned the Holocaust Museum, about which | had read
a lot, but never had a chancesee it. Jennifed. Monteih and EdSkinner two members of

the partnership committee who took me to Washington were prepared to accompany me there.
| must say, that this museum dealgh the Holocaust in a very sensitive way helping to
understand the higrical background and the ways in whitte victims of this terrible crime
wentthroughtheir way of suflering. | found it very helpfuthat | could share my feelings and
thoughts with Jennifer and Ed.

After several hours in the Holocaust Museum weatvwmn a lon
walk at first around the White House and then to the Mall,
long wonderful lawn between the Lincoln Monument and t
Capitol, the house of the USenate. The first time | was he
on this womerful lawn in the center aVashington, was in &y
1971, during the large demonstrations against the Vietnam

Ed and Jennifer

This time, we went to the Vietham Memorial Wall a
place toremember th&8,195 names of meand women
from the US, whodied in the Vietnam WarThis
memorial wall invitesusto remembethe victims of the
war, who are not only numbers, but people with names
and with their history. Neathe wall there is a book,
where you find all the names and when you want to
know more about the victims, you can study the -web
page of the wall Http://thewaHlusa.cony, where you
find a lot of information abouhese people and their sad
story. This wall reminded me of the wall in the Pinkas Synagoge in Prague, where you find on
the wall all the names of the Jewsamiave been murdered by the Nazis in the Holocaust.

| realizedthat the lower part of the Mall is to a great extent a place for war Memorials.
Besides the Vietham Memoritilereis a Memorial of the Korean War and sincesaf

years a Memorial of World Wal, which is designed as a Memorial of the Winners of the
War, even though | think, that it is more modest than | would expect.



http://thewall-usa.com/

